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*xxxx Excerpt from A Sickness Survey of Boston, Mass: Fourth Community Sickness Survey The surveys already made by the writers have established
the efficacy of the methods employed to determine the basic facts of sickness frequency in typical American communities. The principal findings of
these surveys are in fundamental agreement; it is only in minor details that differences are found. These may be the result of variations in the race
composition of the several populations, the geographical and climatic conditions, the principal industries followed, the seasons of the year, etc. The
fourth survey was determined upon in order to develop more fully the practical possibilities arising out of such inquiries. The city of Boston was
chosen for this study because of its large and representative population, its geographical location and its varied industrial activity. The appointment
of a Special Commission on Social Insurance by the Governor of Massachusetts to report on health insurance among other matters, suggested the
possibility that our findings for Boston might be especially useful to this body in its studies. Finally, the excellent medical facilities of Boston,
including hospitals, dispensaries, a well-developed nursing association and other health and social agencies, confirmed our decision to make our
study there. It was hoped that the facts developed by our inquiry might be put to practical use by placing the data obtained at the disposal of the
Commission and of the several institutions. The survey was made during the two weeks beginning July 17 and July 24, 1916. The method of
enumeration, the inquiry form (see page 3 Rochester Survey) and the methods of statistical analysis of the data collected, were substantially the
same in the fourth...
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