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Excerpt: . .. 11 Nation that expects to be ignorant and free expects what never was and never will be. The importance of history has been repeated
again and again and again, and often by some of our most prominent leaders. Harry Truman said, The only new thing in the world is the history
you do not know. Daniel Boorstin, Dr. Billingtons predecessor and one of our front-rank historians, said, Anybody who tries to plan for the future
without a sense of the past, that is like trying to plant cut flowers. And we are raising cut flowers, and it is not their faults. It is our faults. And it
should not just make us sad. It should make us a little angry and a little worried. If a child grows up not knowing what a demagogue is, if a child
grows up thinking this is the darkest time we have ever been in, they are not going to be able to cope as they should as a citizen, as a participant in
self-government. We heard that after September 11th, people saying, We should have known better, on television and in the press, this is the dark-
est, most dangerous time we have ever been through. Well, any-body who says that has no sense of history. We have been through much worse
times. We have been through more dangerous times. We have been through times when the outcome was far less clear, far less certain. One of the
most...
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