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***x* Excerpt from Third Biennial Report of the Department of Labor and Industry, 1917-1918 Sir: | have the honor of transmitting to you my report
for the Department of Labor and Industry for the years 1917 and 1918. In the compilation thereof, particular attention has been given to strikes and
industrial disturbances. The State has suffered heavily because of unsettled labor conditions. Disturbances in Butte and in the lumber districts of the
State during 1917 amounted almost to Insurrection against the State of Montana, and were generally attributed to German and I. W. W.
propaganda. A reign of terror existed in some cases by reason of threats, Intimidation and violence, and the civil authorities were not able, or did
not, maintain order. In Butte and in several lumber camps United States troops were employed to protect life and property. This Department has
made searching Investigations to determine the causes of disturbances. Some degree of success has attended these efforts and remedial legislation
Is suggested. Owing to the rapid development or the state s lumber industry, it has been given prominence in this report. | desire to bring to your
attention the timber resources of Montana and the important part the state s forests played in supplying materials essential to the nation s war
program. Attention is called to the directory of Montana labor organizations which is published in this report. The name and number of each union,
with the name and address of the secretary, is given of all locals affiliated with the American Federation of Labor, as well as independent railway
organizations in the State. Closely related to the development of the State s resources, mining, farming,...
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