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**xxxx Excerpt from Drafting-Room Practice The drafting-room may be said to bear a double relation to the shop. It is the place where designs are
originated, and so in a sense it is the head of the shop, furnishing it with the ideas which the machinist turns into concrete forms in iron and steel.
On the other hand, tho drafting-room may be the servant of the rest of the establishment, doing its calculating and Its routine work of testing, etc.,
lessening the tax on the memory, and leaving the minds of the workmen and foremen free to the task of getting out the product. In different shops,
the use which is made of these two functions varies - one or the other of them may be neglected. It is safe to say. however, that there are scores of
shops where the drafting-room is looked upon as an almost unnecessary evil, and every cent which is spent in its salaries and supplies begrudged,
when this part of the plats might be the servant of the whole, making the work go more smoothly and easily all along the line, from office to
shipping-room, if the men in charge understood how to get from it its full value. It is this second function which is, perhaps, least understood. In the
following, attention will be called to some of the different ways in which the drafting-room may lighten the labors of the workmen, lessen the strain
on the foreman, and grease the wheels of industry generally. We will neglect entirely the matter of design, therefore, and consider the routine office
work of a typical shop. All the ideas which will follow have...
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