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.time he was twenty years of age had chiefly consisted in writing poetry and practising athletics.
These subjects, together with rhetoric, appear to have formed the regular curriculum of Athenian
education. Sculpture, painting, geometry, and philosophy were studied by those who wished to
qualify themselves specially in these pursuits. It was a proverbial saying in Athens that for the true
Athenian the days of his learning were never done. Old men frequently joined in the special studies
of the philosophical schools. The word school itself is derived from the Greek word for leisure. Nor
did scholarship and learning in Europe until quite recent days consist of many studies. Even during
the Renaissance period, which gave the world so many famous thinkers and pioneers of science,
school and college instruction, was not of a multiform or congestive kind. Reading, writing, simple
arithmetic, and Latin were...
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