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reading Also known as ISIS, Da esh, al-Qaeda in Iraq (AQI), and a host of other names, the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) has increasingly
gained attention over the years for its brutal tactics and seemingly blatant disregard for human rights, but it has recently dominated the global
media spotlight and made headlines when it attacked and seized control of Mosul, the second largest city in Irag, and drove out an Iraqgi army force
that was more than five times its size in June 2014. It has since laid claim to various territories throughout Iraq and the Levant, and it has established
operational control and maintained administrative structures on both sides of the Iraqi-Syrian border. Most recently, it declared the restoration of a
caliphate and renamed itself the Islamic State. The ever-deteriorating crises in Iraq and Syria have continued to highlight the prolific activities of
ISIS, but as a unified organization, ISIS is believed to consist of only a few thousand militants led by a shadowy and secretive leader named Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi. Nonetheless, despite its relatively small size, the group has taken on and at times successfully battled U.S. and Coalition forces,
the Iragi army, and other rival Iraqgi and Syrian militant groups. The ferocity and fanaticism with which it fights, and the absolute commitment it
has to the jihad in Irag and the Levant, continue to set ISIS apart from other known terrorist organizations in the region. One of the reasons ISIS has
gone by so many different names is because it has rebranded...
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