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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1891 Excerpt: . of Salisbury, Lady March, etc., representing the proudest names
among them. And if it is true that our monk wrote the poem with the view of celebrating the union of a certain knight and his lady, we must admit
that the machinery he introduces is prettily conceived. The poet takes up the current motif of a vision, Snd by this means brings his 1 By a closer
investigation the following pedigree might perhaps be made out--of course, with regard to certain features only--: Martianus Capella--
Anticlfyudianus--Court of Sapience--Pastime of Pleasure--Faerie Queene. knight and lady, as the most prominent pair among the famous lovers of
history and mythology, into the magnificent temple of Venus, where the goddess of Love herself unites them. Of course, our monk does not omit to
adorn both with all imaginable excellences, and the picture of the Lady is one of the brightest of any in Lydgate s works. The rejoicing in the Court of
Venus, ending in a ballad which makes the whole temple resound with the praises of Venus Urania for her graciousness to the lovers, leaves an
impression at once vivid and pleasing upon the reader s mind. We can at all events understand the long-enjoyed popularity of our poem in an age
which fully appreciated this its brighter side, and perhaps even found the weaker parts to its taste. If | add to this that our poem belongs to the few
of Lydgate s works which are not directly...
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