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from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1804 Excerpt: . is produced by the collision of flint
and steel. That they are particles of quartz cannot be doubted; but to suppose them combined with
oxygen is contrary to all experience; for these stones never shew any disposition to combine with
oxygen even when exposed to the most violent heat. La Metberie made experiments on purpose to
see whether Lamanon s opinion was well founded; but they all turned out unfavourable to it. And
Monge ascertained, that the particles described by Lamanon were pure crystal unaltered, with a
quantity of black powder adhering to them. He concludes, accordingly that these fragments had
been raised to so high a temperature during their passage through the air, that they set Are to all
the minute bodies that came in their way f. The emission of the light is accompanied by a very
peculiar smell, having some analogy to...
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