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June 28, 2009, the Honduran military detained President Manuel Zelaya and flew him to exile in Costa Rica, ending 27 years of uninterrupted
democratic, constitutional governance. Following the ouster, the Honduran Supreme Court released documents asserting that an arrest warrant
had been issued for Zelaya as a result of his noncompliance with previous court orders. Zelaya s forced removal halted the judicial process before a
trial could be held, and the Honduran National Congress replaced him with head of Congress Roberto Micheletti. The United States and international
community have universally condemned the events in Honduras and called for a restoration of Zelaya and the rule of law. General elections to elect
a new president and National Congress are scheduled to be held on November 29, 2009, though questions remain concerning whether Zelaya
supporters and the international community will accept the results. The political instability brought about by the removal of President Zelaya has
created yet another challenge for Honduras, one of the hemisphere s poorest countries. In addition to significant challenges in the areas of crime,
human rights, and improving overall economic and living conditions, the country faces a poverty rate of nearly 70, high infant mortality, and a
significant HIV/AIDS .
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